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The full-scale war in Ukraine has 
forced millions to confront who they 
are and where they belong, yet much 
of this transformation happens in-

ternally. Identity shifts quietly in language choices, habits, and even what people can lau-
gh about. Displacement, uncertainty, and collective trauma blur personal borders, making 
identity a living, unconscious process rather than a fixed label.

Centuries of Russian imperial rule left laye-
red traces: partly erased language, distorted 
histories, and countless deaths and traumas. the 
war feels not only likea territorial invasion but 
a confrontation with invisible mental coloniza-
tion. 

Amid destruction, Ukrainians revive folk 
traditions, relearn suppressed dialects, and 
celebrate local artists. This is less a sudden 
awakening than a slow remembering of what 
was always there.

Across Ukraine, practical rebuilding projects are 
underway despite the ongoing war. Local groups and 
independent organizations are developing housing 
programs, infrastructure repairs, and cultural spa-
ces. These efforts show that planning for the coun-
try’s future is happening alongside immediate wartime 
needs.

In this zine, you may find some of the societal changes that are transforming alongside 
the current political situation. it may not always be obvious, but it certainly can be 

felt in the national mood.

Reclaiming 
national
identity

Imperialistic
Influence

Introduction

Future is 
Now!
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Trends

The hashtag #russiaisaterroriststate emerged in the first 
weeks of Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine in February 
2022. It was initially popularized by Ukrainian social-media 
users to draw global attention to Russian attacks on civilians, 
including the shelling of cities such as Kharkiv and Mariupol.

By spring 2022 the phrase had become a unifying slogan for 
Ukrainian officials, activists, and diaspora communities. 
Members of the Ukrainian parliament used it in official 
statements and urged foreign governments to label 
Russia a state sponsor of terrorism.

Since then it has appeared in international demonstrations, 
fundraising campaigns, and advocacy posts across platforms 
including Facebook, TikTok, and Telegram, serving both as a 
protest label and a call for formal recognition of Russia 
as a terrorist state by global institutions.
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Street Art 
Activism

Rebel Queers is an anonymous activist collective in Kyiv 
known for bold street graffiti and stencil art demanding 
LGBTQ rights. the group uses city walls, underpasses, and 
abandoned buildings as canvases to challenge conservative 
norms and the influence of the Orthodox Church. Slogans 
such as “Queer Liberation Now” or “Be Gay—Do Crime” 
appear overnight in central districts and along major 
transit routes, often timed to coincide with Pride events 
or political debates on equality legislation.

Their work gained wider attention after the Kyiv Pride, 
when photographs of their brightly colored slogans 
circulated on Instagram and independent Ukrainian media. 
Rebel Queers deliberately avoid public leadership or formal 
organization, keeping identities secret to protect members 
from harassment and far-right violence.
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ЇЄ is a collective of street artists in Lviv whose minimalist 
tag. two Cyrillic letters that read as “yi-ye” has become 
a quiet but recognizable presence across the city. First 
appearing in 2019, the mark shows up on walls, doorways, 
and tram stops, usually rendered in plain black spray paint. 
some locals read it as a play on the Ukrainian alphabet, 
others as a statement of local identity or a nod to 
underground art traditions.

The tag spread during the years following the 2022 full-
scale invasion, when questions of language and cultural 
ownership grew sharper. Photographers and independent 
media have documented it on social networks, noting its 
appearance near key cultural sites and in neighborhoods 
known for student life. The artists behind ЇЄ remain 
anonymous.

Sestry Feldman is a Ukrainian street art project initiated 
by twin sisters Mishel and Nicol Feldman. The duo moved to 
Kyiv in 2014, where they gained prominence in the street art 
scene. Their work is characterized by vibrant murals that 
often incorporate elements of Ukrainian folk art, tarot 
symbolism, and political commentary. 

One of their notable series includes a tarot deck where 
figures like Vladimir Putin are depicted as The Devil and T
he Hanged Man, reflecting their critical stance on political 
figures. Their creations often serve as a form of resistance 
and a means to process the socio-political landscape 
of Ukraine.
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Fundraising
Strategies

Since the start of the full-scale invasion, Ukrainians have 
developed creative and diverse ways to raise funds for the 
war effort, humanitarian aid, and rebuilding efforts. Many 
artists and designers create striking posters, prints, and 
merchandise that often feature bold graphics, slogans, or 
cultural references. they can be sold online or at pop-up 
events. Proceeds go directly to support the army, 
local communities, or refugees.

Influencers and bloggers amplify these campaigns through 
giveaways, auctions, and social media challenges, turning 
fundraising into interactive and participatory experiences. 
Even small initiatives, like limited-edition stickers, pins, 
or prints, can generate significant support when shared 
widely.
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Alternative
Newsletters

after february 24th, Telegram became a central platform 
for Ukrainians seeking news, coordination, and community 
support. Public and private channels quickly proliferated, 
offering real-time updates on military developments, 
humanitarian aid, air raid alerts, and occupied territories. 
Channels like Kyiv Independent, Ukraine Now, and 
neighborhood-based groups provide verified information 
faster than traditional media in many cases, making them 
essential tools for safety and situational awareness.
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Ukrainian
Collectives
Internationally

Since the war began, Ukrainian collectives around the 
world have formed to support both humanitarian aid 
and cultural preservation. These groups, often made up 
of artists, musicians, designers, and activists, organize 
exhibitions, concerts, workshops, and pop-up events to raise 
funds for Ukraine. Profits from ticket sales, merchandise, 
and art auctions are directed to local relief efforts, 
medical supplies, and reconstruction projects.

Beyond fundraising, these collectives work to maintain 
and promote Ukrainian culture internationally. They host 
online and in-person events that showcase music, visual 
arts, literature, and film, creating platforms for displaced 
creators and connecting diasporic communities.
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Thesis

My research looks at how Ukrainians use creativity as
a form of resistance and identity-making during war. 
I am interested in how these practices can move beyond 
documentation and become tools for rethinking the future. 
In the long run, I want to develop this work into something 
practical, whether digital or analog, that can help 
Ukrainians connect, rebuild, and stay resilient globally.



#russia
#is
#a
#terrorist
#state


